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Head teacherôs 

Message  
The last half term has been 
busy, with many memorable 
events. We said goodbye to 
Mrs Humble on the 6th  
December and she has now 
taken up her post as 
Headteacher of St Patrickôs 
Catholic College, Thornaby. 
She will be missed by both 
staff and students and her 
contributions to the school 
will have a lasting impact. We 
look forward to welcoming 
Mrs Townsend when she takes 
up the post of Deputy 
Headteacher after Christmas. 
Mrs Townsend has had signifi-
cant experience working on 
the senior leadership team at 
St John Fisher Catholic High  
School in Harrogate, and has 
recently worked as an Educa-
tional Development Advisor 
for the Local Authority.  
I was extremely proud to take 

our head students, Callum 
Crabb, Jennifer Eckersley, 
Chloe Mignon and James Ka-
vanagh to the Remembrance 
Day parade in Richmond. The 
school laid a wreath for the 
second year running and pu-
pils displayed great reverence 
and respect. 
Our year 11 Awards Evening 
took place on Thursday 7  

November and it was a privi-
lege to welcome Kevin Duffy, 
Director of Schools for the 
Middlesbrough Diocese as 
guest speaker. The evening 
was a great opportunity to cel-
ebrate the success and talents 
of the past year 11.  
 
There have been many high-
lights over the past few weeks 
including the Christmas Fayre, 
the Christmas Concert, as well 
as a very reflective and 
thoughtful Feast Day Service.  
Our pupils were also involved 
in leading the opening liturgy 
for the Anglican Education 
Conference at Rudding Park 
Hotel in Harrogate. The pupils 
involved were a credit to the 
school and many clergy and 
Headteachers commented on 
the wonderful contribution 
they had made to a thought-
provoking day. 
 
As Headteacher, celebrating 
the success of young people is 
a great privilege, and you will 
be able to read about individu-
al accomplishments through-
out this issue. We are now 
looking forward to Christmas 
and will be celebrating with a 
Christmas Service followed by 
another showcase of talent in 
the SFX Factor. 
 
I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank you for the 
support you offer the school 
and wish you joy and peace at 
Christmas. 

Sports Update  

Cross Country 
We took a mixed team of year 7-9 
to Alllertonshire. Everyone per-
formed well with special perfor-
mances from Willow Andrew tak-
ing 1st place for year 8 girls and 
Will Smith taking 10th place for 
year 7 boys. The year 9 team, in-
cluding Harry Robson (3rd), Alfie 
Thompson (8th), Andy Miller 
(12th), Richard Kirkham (21st) and 
Ryan Moule (25th) finished 2nd 
overall (beaten by just 1 point!).  
Year 9 girls also finished 2nd with 
Laura Kirkham (1st), Niamh Jolly 
(4th), Hayley Land (13th), Grace 
Macrae (14th) and Ella Starkey 
(36th). 
The Area Cross Country trials took 
place on 12th December at Risedale 
where 17 of our pupils took part. 8 
have been selected for county. 
Well done to everyone who took 
part but, in particular Will Smith 
(8th), Laura Kirkham (1st), Willow 
Andrew (7th), Niamh Jolly (11th) 
Harry Robson (3rd), Alfie Thomp-
son (6th), Issie Starkey (2nd) and 
Isabel Andrew (11th), they all go on 
to Tadcaster for the selection meet 
on 18th January 2014. Good luck. 
Basketball 
The Schoolôs year 10 and 11 Bas-
ketball teams are now Area Cham-
pions with impressive performanc-
es in their respective competitions. 
Year 11 won all their matches at 
Thirsk guaranteeing the team of 
Nathan Deacon, Will Riley-Fox, 
Connor Glackin, Jaziel Pineda, 
Jake Keeley, Rob Davidson and 
Jordan Moss the title. The year 
10 team were up next with their  

tournament hosted at SFX on 3rd  
December. The team of Jordan 
Moss, Jake mcDade, Tom  
Godridge, Ashley Birks, Haydn 
Simper and Rob Wingate matched 
the year 11 performance, winning 
all their games to become Area 
Champions. 
Rugby 
The year 8 Rugby team achieved a 
solid 4th place in the Area tourna-
ment after coming 2nd in their 
group. The team of Will Robinson, 
Thomas Kavanagh, Conor Martin, 
Lewis Busby, Cameron Mooney, 
Will Edson, Will Smith, Thomas 
Thompson, Harry Canning, Jack 
Pritchard, Tom Wilkinson and  
Oliver Harrison were narrowly  
defeated in the 3rd/4th place play 
off. 
Andy Miller (year 9) has been  
selected to play rugby for South 
Durham County. 
Football 
The footballing talents of Cameron 
Mooney and Thomas Kavanagh 
(year 8)have been recognised by 
Newcastle United. Cameron has 
already played for the club and 
Thomas will start playing for them 
in the New Year. 
Netball 
Easingwold hosted the under 15 
netball rally on 26th November. 
Despite having a younger team 
than the majority of schools, with 
only one of the year 10 players 
available, the girls ï Maisie Hum-
phries, Rachel Masterman, Megan 
Dobson, Georgia Deacon, Laura 
Kirkham, Ella Starkey, Elle Mist 
and Hayley Land (mainly year 9ôs)
- worked hard and maintained a 

positive attitude coming a respect-
able 7th overall. 
Badminton 
Richmond School hosted the  
under 14 and 16 Badminton tour-
nament on 4th December 2013. 
With a mixed age group for the 
boys. Thomas Macrae (year 7), Ed 
Wingate (year 8), and James Ro-
wan (year 7) making up the team 
the under 14ôs performed well 
coming 2nd overall. The girls ï 
Grace Macrae (year 9), Abi Lovel 
(year 8), Laura Kirkham (year 9) 
and Natasha Lovel (year 8) ï took 
3rd place. Thomas Macrae also 
took up the spare place in the un-
der 16 team alongside Arran Hum-
phries, Rob Wingate and Haydn 
Simper to secure 6th place. 
Swimming 
On 30th November at the Sunder-
land Aquatic Centre, Callum Hall, 
Hannah Darby and Yasmin Dixon 
took part in the North East Re-
gional Swimming Championship. 
All swimmers achieved personal 
bests and Hannah achieved 4th 
place in the 50 metre breaststroke. 
Brandon Farrier (year 9) is now a 
qualified Junior Rescue Diver. 
 

Well done to everyone  

SFX NEWSLETTER  
Thank You to everyone who supported the  

Christmas Fayre. An enjoyable time was had by all. Collectively, we 
managed to raise nearly Ã2500 to benefit all the pupils at SFX.  

SFX Factor  
The tension and excitement has 
been building and now, on the day 
this newsletter goes out, the pupils 
and staff are preparing themselves 
for this years SFX Factor. 
Our presenters - Chloe Mignon, 
Marianne Tait, Charlie Mist and 
Daniyil Novytskyy - along with the 
celebrity judges will host this  
entertainment extravaganza.  

The line up is: 
 
Red Riffs   

Lucy Padgett 

Jess Bishop  

Seb Bradley 

Sachin Saggar  

Natasha Dowd  

Molly Southern  

Rosie McGuigan 

Holly Newton   

Megan Goodall &  

Grace Partridge 

 
Good luck to all the performers. 
See the next edition for the results.  

Shoebox Triumph  
By James Preston-Pacey 

Once again St Francis Xavier 
has given to the Shoebox Ap-
peal, something that is becom-
ing a bit of a tradition. 
 
Year 10 and 11 packed 28 boxes 
full of sweets and toys with pupils 
making generous donations to  
improve the lives of children who 
would have nothing for Christ-
mas. 
 
Although the school has donated 
to the Shoebox Appeal for many 
years,this year it was selected by 
year 11 to be their focus charity. 
They chose the charity because of 
the joy it gives to children across 
the globe at the special time in 
the Christian calendar. Samari-
tans Purse, who run the scheme, 
help children in countries like 
Belarus and Zimbabwe who have 
no family to look after them or 
share this time of year which has 
long been seen as an important 
time for families. 
 
Thank you to 
everyone who  
donated to the 
scheme and 
worked hard to 
pack and wrap 
the boxes. 
 

Tuesdays from 14th January 2014 until 18th March, 9:30 ï 

Calendar  

Dates  
A few handy dates: 

December  

Friday 20th  

School closes for Christmas  

Holiday  

January 2014  

Monday 6th 

School opens 

GCSE mock exams start 

February  

Friday 14th 

School closes for half term  

Holiday 



2 

LAMDA  
Preparations are well under way for 
the year 11 and year 10 students to take 
their first exam in Reading for Perfor-
mance with London Academy of Music 
and Dramatic arts. 
 
In October the year 10 students were 
really fortunate to have a visit from a 
local examiner from LAMDA. Mrs 

Debbie Meki led a workshop for the 
students in which they were taught 
how to pronounce their words using a 
range of vocal techniques. All students 
agreed that the workshop was fun and 
incredibly useful in preparing them for 
their exam in communication which 
involves reading out three pieces of 
text: poetry, prose and a monologue. 
The year 11 LAMDA group will have 
the same workshop in December ready 
for the exam in the Spring Half term. 
 
Mrs Meki returned to the school on 
December 18th to hear individuals 
read their pieces of poetry along with 
Mrs Keelan-Beardsley and Miss 
Noone. They had a difficult task to se-
lect 6 semi finalists from 21 students 
who delivered one of the poems form-

ing  their repertoire for the LAMDA 
examination. 
All of the students were excellent and 
the final selection process was tough. 
In the end the following students were 
selected for the semi final: 

¶ Natasha Hardman 

¶ Issy Ineson 

¶ Rebecca Cook 

¶ Tabytha Milton 

¶ Lucy O'Flanagan 

¶ Kaitlyn Stephenson 
 
Two out of the six students will go on 
to represent the s chool in the regional 
final of the 'Poetry by Heart' competi-
tion for the North East. 

TIPS Focus  

The Talents, Interests, Passions & 
Skills team have selected a few sto-
ries that celebrate the work and 
achievements of  pupils outside 
the classroom. 

Fore Court  

Jack Court is a budding sports-
man. A member of Richmond Golf 
Club, he has capped a great golfing 
season by reducing his handicap 
and winning three trophies ï the 
Junior Club Championship, the 
Noton Salver and the Sheila Collis 
Trophy ï Well done Jack. 
 

Diving for Gold  

In previous newsletters we have 
highlighted the efforts of a Year 8 
pupil who dedicates her time  
outside of school to her passion,  
diving.  
 
Emily Bearpark recently competed 
in the Luton Diving Challenge. It 
was a tough event, but I am 
pleased to let you know that Emily 
made the finals in all three events, 
and came home with three medals 
ï one of each colour! 
  
On 1m springboard she qualified 
in 6th Place out of 27 and then 
climbed up 2 places in the final, 
finishing with a Bronze medal. 
On 3m springboard she qualified 
in 5th Place out of 29 and then 
climbed up 2 places again in the 
final, finishing with a Silver medal, 
with a personal best score. 
On Platform she qualified in 5th 
Place out of 21 and then won 
GOLD! with a personal best 
score.  She was also presented 
with a glass ówinnerô trophy for 
this event. 
 

Buoyed by these successes Emily 
stepped on to the international 
stage and travelled to Canada to 
compete in the CAMO 2013 where 
she set new personal bests in all of 
the three events she entered. 
 

Discovery Days  

The school has joined forces with 
Teesside University, in Middles-
brough to offer Discovery Days for 
year 9 pupils.  

These sessions enable the pupils to 
experience the atmosphere of the 
university and give an insight into 
the options open to those wishing 
to go on to further education. Plac-
es are at a premium with pupils 
selected through the skills and in-
terests they have listed in the TIPS 
questionnaire. They will have the 
opportunity to try their hand at a 
wide range of lectures and practi-
cal sessions arranged by Teesside.  
 
These include: 

¶ Multi Media 

¶ Fine Art 

¶ Accounting 

¶ Creative Writing 

¶ Criminology 

¶ Early Childhood 

¶ Law 

¶ Graphic Design 

¶ Food Nutrition 

¶ Digital Forensics 

¶ Psychology 
 
Some of the sessions have already 
taken place. The remaining  
sessions will run through to  
February 2014. 

Crafty Cash  

Maisie Humphries enjoys design-
ing and making different crafts. In 
2012 she made jewellery from re-
cycled paper and sold it during her 

family holiday, making Ã40. 
Spurred on by this success, Maisie 
took a stand at the school Christ-
mas Fayre in 2012 working with 
other pupils from her form to raise 
Ã80 for the Multiple Sclerosis So-
ciety. 
 
Following the sad loss of her 
Granddad and her Godmother to 
cancer this year Maisie has decid-
ed to put her skills and experience 
to good use. Setting herself the 
fundraising target of Ã3000 which 
she wants to put to Cancer related 
charities. Maisie hopes to achieve 
this target by 16th July 2014. 
Ã400 has been raised so far 
through the sale of recycled jewel-
lery, fundraising events, asking for 
donations in place of Christmas 
cards and selling handmade crafts 
at the School Christmas Fayre. 
Plans for further fundraising in-
clude a staff pedometer challenge, 
car wash and the Summer Fayre at 
the local primary school.  
 
Well done Maisie. You have used a 

talent as a force for good.  
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Emily  
receiving  

her gold medal 

Year 8 Conquer 

History  

The Norman Conquest is an  
important and fascinating period 
of English history and a topic  
covered by year 8 this term.  
 
As part of their studies pupils were 
encouraged to develop their cross-
curricular talents by building a 
model of a Norman castle. The 
purpose of this project was for  
pupils to research and 
then demonstrate their 
knowledge and understanding of 
the Norman subjugation of the 
English and how castles changed 
and developed over time.  
 
The pupils put a lot of time and 
effort into their projects and it was 
a pleasure examining all of their 
hard work when they brought 
them into class to peer-assess. 
Well done Year 8!  
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Wednesday 11th Decem-
ber was a wonderful 

evening of celebration shared with 
the parents and families of our 
String Orchestra, Choir, Wind 
Band and various solo and featured 
artists. Once again we were able to 
present a programme of high-class 
music to a highly  
receptive audience. The young  
people performed music from 
films, ballet and musicals to an  
exceptionally high standard as well 
as Year 11 celebrating their  
successes with performances of 
their own compositions written 
earlier this term. 
 
We are blessed with having such 
talented young musicians within 
our school community and it was a 
pleasure to hear Sachin Saggar and 
Grace Eyles perform their respec-
tive solos of Schubertôs Scherzo 
and Trio from the 3rd movement of 
his Piano Sonata in A minor and 
óTell Me Itôs Not Trueô from Will 
Russellôs show, Blood Brothers. 
 
To close the evening The Red Riffs 
performed a selection of covers 
and some of their own composi-
tions while the Xaverianôs kindly 
served refreshments. Many thanks 
to all the staff who helped with the 
concert; Miss Alderson, Mr Dale, 
Mr Down, Mr Duncanson, Mrs 
Jameson, Mrs Mann, Mr Smith 
and Mr Sowden. 

Exam Success  

Many of our students have been 
involved in a range of external ex-
aminations this term and we are 
pleased to announce the successes 
they have attained. Charlotte Rob-
inson achieved a merit in her 
Grade 4 violin examination and 
Elizabeth Morrison also achieved a 
merit in her Grade 3 violin exami-
nation. In addition to this we are 
awaiting the results for Lee Dixon, 
James Johnston, Sachin Saggar, 
Edward and Robert Wingate. Many 
thanks to the staff who worked 
with them in the preparations for 
these examinations. 

Launch of the ónewô 

School Choir  

On Tuesday 14th January at 
12.50pm we will be launching the 
ónewô School Choir led by Mrs Car-
ol Gedye. Mrs Gedye is held in very 
high regard for her choral director-
ship skills, notably with The Sta-
tion Singers, Military Wives Choir 
and Anacrusis Band and Choir at 
St Maryôs Church, Richmond. We 
are delighted to welcome her to our 
teaching team from January and 
look forward in expectation of the 
performances she will be present-
ing. 
 
With that expectation it is an op-

portunity for any student to join us 

in January. Please see Mr Mann for 

further details and to sign up to 

join. 

Maisie at 
 the Christmas  

Fayre 

Year 9 pupils take part in the  
Early Years workshop at Teesside 
University. 


